
Testing FAO’s “TAPE” in Norway: a participatory tool 
for farmers, policymakers and other stakeholders 

Hansdotter Sara1 , Rittl Tatiana2 and Breland Tor Arvid3

1,2Norwegian Centre for Organic Agriculture, Tingvoll, Norway 
3 Faculty of Biosciences, Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Ås, Norway 



What is TAPE? 
- Tool for Agroecological Performance 
Evaluation (TAPE) is a global 
multicriteria assessment tool. 
-It assesses farming and food systems 
by using agroecological principles and 
criteria defined to be relevant to the 
SDG’s. 

- Recently developed by FAO (2019, 
Test version)

- Open access: 
www.fao.org/agroecology/tools-tape



Characterization of Agroecological transition
(organic dairy farm, mid-west Norway) 



A stepwise and participatory approach

Soil health assessment. Photo: Tatiana Rittl



Relevant findings for the development of other DST’s

• Participation and discussion lead to increased learning 
about agroecological principles and sustainability of agri-
food systems 

• Participation and discussion lead to an increased 
awareness of the causes of the shortcomings of the 
assessed production system. 

• Transparency is essential. The indicators and their scoring 
must be displayed and explained during the discussion.  

• The implementation process in itself can be more 
important than the results of the assessment. 

• Simplicity – a prerequisite for using it as a discussion and 
learning tool Photo: Tatiana Rittl



www.norsok.no



Summary of all conclusions from project

The farm:

- Low scores in the criterion concerned with “diversity” and high scores for the criterion 
“Efficiency” and “Economy”. 

- These outcomes were identified to be a result of socioeconomic and political circumstances. 

The evaluation of TAPE:

- TAPEs' stepwise approach was recognized as a strength of the tool since it was a prerequisite for 
attaining some of the main findings. 

- It was recognized that TAPE could be an appropriate tool to foster fruitful discussions with 
farmers, policymakers, and other stakeholders, in Norway. 

- Several challenges and shortcomings of using TAPE in a Norwegian context were identified. The 
majority of them were a consequence of poor adaptability of indicators to the context. 

- Some of the challenges and shortcomings only were considered relevant if TAPE is used as a 
“hard” systems tool, aiming to collect data to quantify the degree of sustainability performance. 

-TAPE was considered a suitable tool in a Norwegian context, if used as a soft systems 
methodology, e.g, aimed at participatory learning processes. 
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