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SSM OBJECTIVES AND POLICY STATUS

Soils increasingly play an important role in 

policy making at national- and European 

levels

Soil Strategy: Restore degraded soils, 

removal of 310 million tonnes of 

CO2 equivalent per year (LULUCF), 

Reduce nutrient losses by at least 50% etc.

Presentation objective: what characterize

the conditions for Sustainable Soil 

Management from a social and political

perspectice
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1) KNOWLEDGE NEEDS (STAKEHOLDERS ASSESSMENT)
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2) NEW FARMING STRUCTURES
– NEW CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Structural changes: Increasing farm size, tenure, farmer age and succession challenges, 

increasing ammount of tenured land (10%)
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3) MEASURES AND INSTRUMENTS
- INSUFFICIENT MEASURES, FUNDING IS AVAILABLE

Stoctake of erosion risk measures

• Funding for measures are

available (mainly CAP)

• Primarilly annual schemes

• Not target to an erosion risk area

• Voluntary adoption by farmers
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4) NEW ACTORS ENTERS THE SCENE 
– CONTRACTUALIZATION OF FIELDWORK
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Development in contract work 2004-2020 (€/farm)

Changes: 45% increase across EU28, farmers not the only work their land
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5) IS SSM ATTRACTIVE FOR INVESTORS?

Farm payments Corporate supply chain Voluntary carbon markets

Funding

Examples

Agri-food

company
Certifier

Examples Examples

MRV MRV MRV

C sequestration can be come a business model for farmers, other ESS appear less attractice



ANNUAL SCIENCE DAYS MARTIN HVARREGAARD THORSØE

11 JUNE 2023 RESEARCHER
DEPARTMENT OF AGROECOLOGY

AARHUS
UNIVERSITY

CONCLUDING REMARKS

• SSM presuppose a systemic change of the production system

• Social 

• It is increasingly becomming challenging for individual farmers to respond to systemic

challenges due to a distribution of responsibility

• Policies

• Overall EU policies are great, but implementation could improve (CAP and domestic

regulation)

• Land policy is continously fragment actross policy silos and involve tradeoffs

• Relies on voluntary initiatives and less on regulation
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