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More than a Dialogue between actors,
seeking the integration of soil-based principles 

in agroecological systems



PARTNERS:

- Turkyie: General Directorate of Agricultural Research and Policies (TAGEM)

- Latvia: University of Latvia (UL)

- Lithuania: Research Centre for Agriculture and Forestry (LAMMC)

- Czech Republic: University of Life Sciences Prague (CZU)

- Poland: Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultivation (IUNG)

- Italy: CREA (Council for Agricultural Research and Economics); CNR (National Research Council)

- Spain: CSIC



RELEVANCE OF THE RESEARCH PROPOSAL

The implementation of agroecological approaches is currently relatively limited to pioneering farmers and farmer

associations in the EJP-Soil countries (including Turkyie); and despite support for sustainable PRACTICES through

SECTORIAL policies, the implementation of sustainable agroecological SYSTEMS is NOT really ADDRESSED at the EU

level.

The Into-DIALOGUE project investigated the reason why the conjunction of various practices, which farmers are already

selectively implementing, in a systemic strategy at the FARM or LANDSCAPE SCALE is difficult to realize.

Does it depend on:

• the ecological identity of the farmers?

• the characteristics of the farms?

• the slowness in the development of policies and measures?



WORK PACKAGES
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Brief description of the work plan  

 

Into-DIALOGUE is organized in 5 Work Packages; WP3 being central (Figure 5) 

 

 
Figure 5.- Into-DIALOGUE Work Packages 

 

The project will start in November 2022 with an online meeting between the partners. 

After all the project members’ presentation, organizational aspects will be discussed 

and the foundations to start the work will be laid. Mutual trust will be based on the need 

to deliver the tasks in the agreed time, given that the link between them would 

compromise the completion of the task to which it is related on time (Figure 6). The 

tasks will start in EJP-Soil month 35 and will be finish two years later, on month 57 

(Table 2). The title of the same responds to the needs of the project, as described in 

the Call for Proposals, and are designed to obtain successful results in the Expected 

Impact of the Call: EJP SOIL EI5: “Fostering adoption of sustainable and 

agroecological farming systems conducive to climate change adaptation and 

mitigation.”  



WP1 – METHODS, APPROACHES AND FINDINGS

Agrarian landscape characterization and cartography

Task 1.1- Methodology for the selection and evaluation of indicators for the
characterization of the attributes that can affect the application of
soil-based agroecological measures

Task 1.2- Socio-economic analysis of farms applying agroecological soil-based practices - Case studies.

Method

Distribution of agricultural land
• Land size / farm size / number of farms
• Agricultural area distribution of Eurostat crops
• Distribution of tillage practices of arable land
• Distribution of farmer's gender and age
• Analysis of CAP subsidies and budget

Agrarian landscape characterization
• Soil types/texture
• Soil organic carbon
• Land use/cover
• Crop selection
• Land use/cover and crop's impact on soil health

Results



WP2 – METHODS, APPROACHES AND FINDINGS

Farmers’ vision to achieve agroecological systems

Task 2.1 - Comprehensive
literature review on existing data

The main agronomic practices and soil health parameters studied in relation to soil health in LTE
were respectively:
· Organic amendment (OA) (35%)
· Cover crops (CC) (22%)
· Reduce Tillage (RT) (33%)
· Intercropping (IC) (10%)

• Soil Organic Matter is the 
parameters most studied (51%),

• Soil Biota is the component less 
studied (6%).

A systematic review (SR) was done 
to understand the relations between 
agroecology, soil health indicators in LTE 
regarding from 2018 to 2022. The results showed also that there is an emergent need to establish a tool

to including physical chemical and biological properties useful to assess soil health at farm scale.
No farmer opinion were considered in soil focused research.

The template of questionnaire 
for farmers as Google form is 
available at: https://forms.gle/
UYEKue1XcXDRA9ht9

Task 2.3- Soil quality field test kit guide of 
soil indicators for end-land users

Task 2.2 -Farmers needs with a focus on soil

https://forms.gle/UYEKue1XcXDRA9ht9


WP3 – METHODS, APPROACHES AND FINDINGS

Farmers’ ecological identity

Task 3.3 - Drivers and barriers for farmers’ acceptability of soil-based agroecological management practices

In the questionnaire that is prepared to recognize the ecological identity of farmers, questions have been 
included that allow knowing the drivers and barriers that farmers encounter to implement 
sustainable practices.

Data from Czechia:



WP4 – METHODS, APPROACHES AND FINDINGS

Participatory initiatives in the formulation of policies

Task 4.1 - Analysis of
regional, national, EU and
Turkish laws, and
competencies to
incorporate soil-based
principles into their laws

Task 4.2 - Participatory
processes to involve
farmers in the formulation
of policies on soil-based
Sustainable Agroecological
Systems

Method

Method Results

Results



KEY FINDINGS

• The lack of public support and the absence of environmental regulations together with lack of coordination
contribute to facilitating the overexploitation of agricultural soils in the TR study region.

• the abandonment of livestock farming in the EU study regions contributes to specialisation and dependence on
mineral fertilisers, while the lack of young family members undermines the future of the agricultural sector.

• Lack of dialogue between farmers' representatives and policy-makers allows to enact measures that are not
consistent with contingent environmental problems and incompatible with existing market conditions.

• Public support is considered essential to enable farmers owning small farms to purchase the necessary
equipment and to accompany the correct implementation of the required practices.

• Extension services and demonstration fields are seen as essential to guarantee the transition towards
sustainable agroecological systems in all regions involved in the study.
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