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DATA MANAGEMENT PLAN EJPSOIL
The data produced under EJPSOIL with H2020 fundings follows FAIR principles



Open Access requirements for data underlying publications
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Open Access as soon as possible

➢ Deposit data (and metadata) in an eligible 
permanent repository (e.g. Zenodo)

➢ Provide DOI -> dataset becomes a 

publication

➢ CC BY license (open with recognition of 

authorship)

➢ Link dataset to article, link article to dataset

➢NOT as supplementary material with 

publisher (it is not permanent repository)

➢Be aware of predatory publishers: checklist

to identify a trusted journal
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https://thinkchecksubmit.org/journals/


PRODUCING RESEARCH BY COLLECTING SEVERAL DATA SOURCES
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Several soil data sources 

As researchers you may be using
also datasets that you were
collecting from other soil data
owners/producers.



DATA MANAGEMENT LEGAL ASPECTS
Background data

Data produced OUTSIDE THE EJP 
SOIL programme by project partners

The data owners define the sharing rules.

Specific agreements to be produced and signed by 
the data owners.

 In the D6.2 of EJP SOIL:
 a draft template of agreement with a list of possible 

sharing rules to facilitate the sharing.

NOTE THAT: The sharing rules for site coordinates are in all cases respected, following the national legislations.

EJP SOIL data
Data produced INSIDE THE EJP SOIL 
programme by ALL THE EJP SOIL WPs 
and by ALL THE EJP SOIL PROJECTS

Sharing rules defined in the Grant Agreement and 
Consortium Agreement of EJP SOIL.

Open access at the end of the project, respecting an 
embargo period (to get results published). 

Intellectual properties rights respected.

Permanent repositories. 
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1) MAKE DATA INTEROPERABLE =>> Soil data provisioning workflow: Guidance

Wiki with guidance on soil data provisioning options:
https://ejpsoil.github.io/soildata-assimilation-guidance/

including recordings of two 3 day courses
on Soil Data Assimilation

Project 
db

Repositories EUSO
Selected soil datasets

All project results

Data
Metadata 

EJPSOIL WP6 has produced/published and is
producing several other tools to help
making soil data INSPIRE compliant, we will
present during the EUSO stakeholders
forum online in 15-17 November 2023.
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https://ejpsoil.github.io/soildata-assimilation-guidance/


2) MAKE DATA ACCESSIBLE =>> Upload in repositories (permanent)

•Minimum requirements repositories:
•Persistent (>20 yr guaranteed) repositories (e.g. ZENODO for research, 
national repositories)
•You get a DOI that you can use to cite the dataset

Project 
db

EUSO
Selected datasets

All project results

Data
Metadata 

Repositories

EJP SOIL webinar on open science 03/11/2023 7



3) MAKE DATA REUSABLE =>> Use standard and open licenses

Project 
db

EUSO
Selected datasets

All project results

Data
Metadata 

Repositories

•Include the data license in the metadata:
•OPEN LICENSE like CC-BY must be used for datasets produced under EJPSOIL (H2020)

• for datasets produced under EJPSOIL (H2020), it has to be declared if any further specification is needed 
(e.g. for the anonymization of soil coordinates, in the name of which national legislation)

•When you are using background datasets with different sharing rules, first make a sharing agreement with 
the data owner, than publish the sharing agreement, and mention in the metadata the citation of the 
agreement that you have made. You can the sharing agreement template produced and published by 
EJPSOIL as annexed to the D6.2
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https://ejpsoil.eu/fileadmin/projects/ejpsoil/WP6/EJP_SOIL_D6.2_Report_on_national_and_EU_regulations_on_agricultural_soil_data_sharing.pdf


Copyright licenses
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Tool to help you choose the right 
license: 
https://creativecommons.org/choose/
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https://creativecommons.org/choose/


4) MAKE DATA FINDABLE =>> Use metadata and keywords

•Minimum requirements for metadata:
•Include metadata required by repositories to fulfill ISO19139/ DataCite/ DCAT 
standard

EJPSOIL – WP6 and WP1 are producing an EJPSOIL metadata template (xlsx and git)

•Use keywords in the metadata! 
e.g. EJPSOIL, project acronym, soil property, region, country, etc.

Project 
db

EUSO
Selected datasets

All project results

Data
Metadata 

Repositories
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EUSO
Selected datasets

All project results

Project 
db

Repositories
Data
Metadata 

4) MAKE DATA FINDABLE =>> upload in online metadata catalogues

•EJPSOIL has now its own soil metadata catalogue 
online!

EJPSoil catalogue - Home

With the soil metadata template that you 
will have compiled the soil datasets will be 
uploaded in the catalogue.
Other data has been and will be 
retrieved/harvested by other soil metadata 
catalogues.
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https://catalogue.ejpsoil.eu/


Discovery of soil data in Latvia



Catalogue co-creation via Github

•Records are maintained in Github

•Suggest changes via issues or pull 
requests

•A folder has been prepared for every
project
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Metadata creation options

• Option 1: Maintain metadata at the source  
• Embed metadata in the resource
•Maintain a separate metadata file for every datafile, service or application, with the same 

name in that folder

• Option 2: Metadata creation as part of upload to a repository (e.g. 
https://zenodo.org/, https://recherche.data.gouv.fr/en (former INRAE DataVerse)
•Guidance document on how to use available metadata properties in Zenodo to create a 

metadata record which matches the EJP Soil Metadata profile: https://ejpsoil.github.io/soildata-
assimilation-guidance/cookbook/zenodo.html

•Option 3: Use the EJP Soil metadata excel template
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EJPSOIL – EUSO metadata template

=> link

https://zenodo.org/
https://recherche.data.gouv.fr/en
https://ejpsoil.github.io/soildata-assimilation-guidance/cookbook/zenodo.html
https://ejpsoil.github.io/soildata-assimilation-guidance/cookbook/zenodo.html
https://creagov.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/EJP-SOILWP6INSPIREWG/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B6F83D149-AA8B-40DB-8CCE-B4584AAA5C59%7D&file=EUSO%20Data%20WG%20metadata%20template_20220619.xlsx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://ejpsoil.github.io/soildata-assimilation-guidance/metadata.html#metadata-in-ejp-soil
https://ejpsoil.github.io/soildata-assimilation-guidance/metadata.html#metadata-in-ejp-soil


Metadata upload 
workflow

Use the basic 
reporting template 

with alternate 
identifier

Dataset

Has a 
DOI

Use the basic 
reporting 
template

Has 
(ISO19139) 

standard 
metadata

Published  
metadata 

file

Use the 
extended Excel 

template
yesyes

yes

no

no

no

Upload to metadata catalog

Upload data to 
persistent 
repository

EJP SOIL Template RP3 - 
Continuous reporting

EJPSOIL – EUSO 
metadata template
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https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fejpsoil.github.io%2Fsoildata-assimilation-guidance%2FEUSO%2520Data%2520WG%2520metadata%2520template_20231103.xlsx&data=05%7C01%7Cmaria.fantappie%40crea.gov.it%7C75aca4eee2db4e1274af08dbdc46c477%7Cd59c04b9bde247f7b1b80be26a568618%7C0%7C0%7C638345971644958003%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F2xUCyqeA1Jrxaz1WiztFeqBRRIPy%2BLZu3v27SpSeXo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fejpsoil.github.io%2Fsoildata-assimilation-guidance%2FEUSO%2520Data%2520WG%2520metadata%2520template_20231103.xlsx&data=05%7C01%7Cmaria.fantappie%40crea.gov.it%7C75aca4eee2db4e1274af08dbdc46c477%7Cd59c04b9bde247f7b1b80be26a568618%7C0%7C0%7C638345971644958003%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F2xUCyqeA1Jrxaz1WiztFeqBRRIPy%2BLZu3v27SpSeXo%3D&reserved=0


Metadata standards to use

•Use an existing metadata standard 
or

•Use the EJP SOIL WP6 template which is an extension of existing standards (ISO 
19115:2013 and DataCite) 

and

•Use EJPSOIL and relevant keywords from relevant thesauri (Agrovoc, Gemet, 
Cordis) and

EJPSOIL, project acronym, soil property, region, country, etc.
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A COMPARISON OF METADATA STANDARDS HAVE BEEN PRODUCED UNDER EJPSOIL and is available at
https://ejpsoil.github.io/soildata-assimilation-guidance/cookbook/md-schema-comparison.html

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fejpsoil.github.io%2Fsoildata-assimilation-guidance%2Fcookbook%2Fmd-schema-comparison.html&data=05%7C01%7Cmaria.fantappie%40crea.gov.it%7C1ce7112a2b4d4c9ab9fd08dbdb973bba%7Cd59c04b9bde247f7b1b80be26a568618%7C0%7C0%7C638345216022493498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J2ZSdmdzI2QKrQgUf3RBqvjTLrkMXilBGjFk%2BXaQuQA%3D&reserved=0


Metadata standards
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Metadata template excelfile

EJPSOIL – EUSO 
metadata template

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fejpsoil.github.io%2Fsoildata-assimilation-guidance%2FEUSO%2520Data%2520WG%2520metadata%2520template_20231103.xlsx&data=05%7C01%7Cmaria.fantappie%40crea.gov.it%7C75aca4eee2db4e1274af08dbdc46c477%7Cd59c04b9bde247f7b1b80be26a568618%7C0%7C0%7C638345971644958003%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F2xUCyqeA1Jrxaz1WiztFeqBRRIPy%2BLZu3v27SpSeXo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fejpsoil.github.io%2Fsoildata-assimilation-guidance%2FEUSO%2520Data%2520WG%2520metadata%2520template_20231103.xlsx&data=05%7C01%7Cmaria.fantappie%40crea.gov.it%7C75aca4eee2db4e1274af08dbdc46c477%7Cd59c04b9bde247f7b1b80be26a568618%7C0%7C0%7C638345971644958003%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F2xUCyqeA1Jrxaz1WiztFeqBRRIPy%2BLZu3v27SpSeXo%3D&reserved=0


Thanks for your attention

EJP SOIL internal projects’ information and discussion meeting (October 19, 
2023)
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