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EJP SOIL:  knowledge framework & expected impacts
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understanding of soil management for 
climate change mitigation, adaptation, 
sust. production & sust° environment

strengthening scientific capacities and 
cooperation 

supporting harmonised European soil 
information

fostering the uptake of climate-smart 
sustainable soil management practices 

understanding soil carbon sequestration 
and its contribution to climate change 
mitigation

knowledge 
sharing 

&transfer

knowledge 
application

knowledge 
harmonization, 
organization & 
storage

knowledge 
development

developing region-specific fertilisation 
practices 

farming secto︎r:
its role as a steward of 

land and soil resources. 
its capacity to adapt to 

climate change and 
contribute to mitigation and 
carbon sequestration

research sector: long-term 
alignment and 
implementation of soil-
related research strategies 
and activities at national and 
EU level



EJP SOIL:  knowledge framework activities
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EJP SOIL:  Year 4 activities and achievements
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Expanding knowledge developement beyond EJP SOIL 
consortium
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Funds
78%…

in-
kin…

Europe
75%

Africa
9%

South 
America

8%
Oceania

4%

North
America

2%
Asia
1%

non- EU
25%

138 partners from 37 
countries
in 18 projects

Topics in line with EJP SOIL roadmap

Towards an international research consortium on soil C



Landscape of EJP SOIL projects
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Publications in high-impact journals (Scopus)
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EJP SOIL special issues in EJSS:
• Vol.1: 17 articles published
• Vol.2: 3 manuscripts in review 

(submit before June 30)

47

WUR Library, april 2024



Informing the impact pathways
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An open-source metadataset of running European 
mid- and long-term agricultural field experiments
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Dommez et al. 2023, Soil Use and Management 
DOI: 10.1111/sum.12978 

https://lte-eu.bonares.de/experiments

https://lte-eu.bonares.de/experiments


EJP SOIL:  Year 4 activities and achievements
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EJP SOIL PhD schools
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• 140 participants in 7 courses, +1 course yet to take place

• Materials on EJP SOIL Knowledge Platform

• Some PhDs follow several courses!

Anna

https://ejpsoil.eu/knowledge-sharing-platform/ejp-soil-phd-school-courses


EJP SOL visiting scientist & infrastructures scheme
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1-4 weeks study visit to an EJP SOIL affiliated or non-affiliated 
research partner, to develop joint research

• 72 participants in 7 calls 

2021-2024

• >50% - early career (PhDs, 

Postdocs)



EJP SOIL:  Year 4 activities and achievements
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EU-wide harmonised 
national soil maps and soil 
monitoring with Lucas as 

de facto standard



A metadata catalogue: make data findable
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https://catalogue.ejpsoil.eu/Contains:   - Data produced in the EJP SOIL
- National datasets

- Total: 555 datasets

EUSO
National soil datasets

All EJP SOIL results

datase
t

Repositories Data
Metadata 

https://ejpsoil.github.io/soi
ldata-assimilation-guidance

Cookbook for guidance:

https://catalogue.ejpsoil.eu/
https://ejpsoil.github.io/soildata-assimilation-guidance/
https://ejpsoil.github.io/soildata-assimilation-guidance/


Developing soil health indicators 

“D6.5 Guidelines for accounting and mapping agricultural soil carbon, 
fertility and degradation changes at different scales”

Inventory of current 
indicator systems

Common definitions, 
thresholds 

inventory/proposal

Soil monitoring in Europe –
Indicators and thresholds for soil 

health assessments - 2022

updates

Prioritizing 
biodiversity 
indicators

EU Soil 
Monitoring Law

GSP ISAF 
soil 

health 
indicators
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EJP SOIL:  Year 4 activities and achievements
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EU Carbon removals certification framework

DG CLIMA 
CRCF Experts 

group

https://ejpsoil.eu/science-to-policy
http://reports.crea.gov.it/powerbi/CarbonSchemesInventory.htm
l

https://ejpsoil.eu/science-to-policy


EU Soil Monitoring Directive proposal
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• Citations of EJP SOIL in policy documents
• EJP SOIL experts involved at national scale
• Collaboration DG-ENV WP6



EJP SOIL:  knowledge framework & expected impacts
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understanding of soil management for 
climate change mitigation, adaptation, 
sust. production & sust° environment

strengthening scientific capacities and 
cooperation 

supporting harmonised European soil 
information

fostering the uptake of climate-smart 
sustainable soil management practices 

understanding soil carbon sequestration 
and its contribution to climate change 
mitigation

knowledge 
sharing 

&transfer

knowledge 
application

knowledge 
harmonization, 
organization & 
storage

knowledge 
development

developing region-specific fertilisation 
practices 

farming secto︎r:
its role as a steward of 

land and soil resources. 
its capacity to adapt to 

climate change and 
contribute to mitigation and 
carbon sequestration

research secto︎r: long-term 
alignment and 
implementation of soil-
related research strategies 
and activities at national and 
EU level



EJP SOIL National Hubs: a new instrument for national 
stakeholders' consultation & science - policy interface
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• Soil needs are stakeholder and region 
specific: no one size fits all

• EJP SOIL NHs are a good foundation for 
Soil Mission mirror groups

NHs are established in all 24 EJP SOIL countries



Synergy with other initiatives/entities and EU Mission 
Soil & projects
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Objectives of this week

• Inform each other of results / achievements / 
ongoing activities

• Learn : science, data management, etc
• Synthesizing results, reflect on major cross-cutting 

issues and elaborating main messages
• Position our activities in relation to the soils policy 

context
• Strengthen our network, prepare the future
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knowledge 
sharing 

&transfer

knowledge 
application

knowledge 
harmonization, 
organization & 
storage

knowledge 
development
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Contribution wanted / online questionnaires:

• Prioritization of the knowledge gaps to focus on for sustainable agricultural soils by 2050 (WP7)

• Strategic agenda for agricultural research in Europe 2025-2035 (WP2)
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Have a productive and friendly week !
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